[Suprasellar tumors in patients over 70 years of age. Value of limited frontotemporal craniotomy. Visual results. Apropos of 5 cases].
The authors report their experience of the surgical approach for suprasellar tumors (Jugum or tuberculum sellae meningiomas, 3 cases, and suprasellar craniopharyngiomas, 2 cases) in over than seventy years old patients (71-78 y). A limited craniectomy was performed at the fronto-temporal junction using three adjacent burr-holes. The duramater was cut with an Y-shaped incision. Cerebrospinal fluid was sucked out through a lateral subfrontal route, allowing an easy cerebral collapse in elderly patients, which can sometimes avoid even retraction. Such an supra-orbital craniectomy allowed a subfrontal approach, opening of the sylvian fissure and control of the inter optic, inter carotido-optic and latero-carotidian spaces as well as a good access to the inter pedoncular cistern. In 4 cases the craniectomy was performed after fronto-temporal skin incision, but a trans eyebrow skin incision was used in 1 case. All patients had uneventful postoperative course. Follow-up was from 3 to 5 years. A visual improvement occurred in all cases. Benefits of this surgical method are discussed and compared with use of a bone flap in patients over than 70 years.